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CONFIDENTIAL COLOMBO 630 

E.O. 11652:NGDS 
TAGS: PFOR, PORG,CE,TH 

SUBJECT: POSSIBLE THAI INTEREST IN NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCE 

REF: BANGKOK 2064 

1 . FONOFF DIRECTOR GENERAL BASNAYAKE, WHO ACCOMPANIED 
PRIME MINISTER B AND ARANIAKE ON HER TRIP TO SOUTHEAST 
ASIA, TOLD AMBASSADOR FEBRUARY 13 THAT ONE OF THE MAJOR 
SURPRISES WAS THE APPARENT INTEREST OF THAILAND IN THE 
NON-ALIGNED SUMMIT IN COLOMBO. POSSIBLE RTG PARTICIPATION 
IN AUGUST MEETING WAS RAISED WITH MRS. BAND ARAN AIKE BY 
THE THAI FOREIGN MINISTER.HE TOLD PRIMIN 

THAT, IN VIEW OF THE DISSOLUTION OF SEATO AND PHASE- 
OUT OF AMERICAN TROOPS, THAIS SHOULD BE ABLE TO QUALIFY 
FOR SOME TYPE OF NON-ALIGNED STATUS. (HE APPARENTLY 
DID NOT INDICATE WHETHER HE WAS THINKING IN TERMS OF 
FULL PARTICIPANT.OB SERVER OR GUEST.) 

2. ACCORDING TO BASNAYAKE, MRS. BANDARANAIKE AND HER DELEGATION, 
GAVE GENERALLY POSITIVE RESPONSE TO THAIS, BUT 
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MIGHT CAUSE PROBLEMS WITH OTHER NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES. 

THE THAIS EXPLAINED THAT ONLY ABOUT 2000 AMERICAN 
FORCES WOULD REMAIN IN THAILAND. OF THESE, ABOUT 
1000 WOULD BE IN AN ADVISORY CAPACITY, WHILE ANOTHER 
1000 WOULD MAN COMMUNICATIONS INSTALLATIONS FOR THE 
DEFENSE OF THAILAND. MRS. BANDARANAIKE ACCEPTED THIS 
EXPLANATION AND PROPOSED THAT, AFTER THE THAI ELECTIONS, 

FOREIGN MINISTER SEND FORMAL REQUEST TO SRI LANKA FOR 
PARTICIPATION AT COLOMBO SUMMIT. THIS FORMAL REQUEST, 

WHEN RECEIVED, WOULD THEN BE CONSIDERED BY OTHER 
NON-ALIGNED COUNTRIES. 

VAN HOT .LBN 
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